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Roe Vs Wade ð  
January 22, 1973 

The alias "Jane Roe" was used for 
Norma McCorvey , on whose 
behalf the suit was originally 

filed, alleging that the abortion 
law in Texas violated her 

constitutional rights and the 
rights of other women.. The 
defendant was the district 

attorney of Dallas County, Texas, 
Henry B. Wade. 
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Roe Vs Wade ð  
January 22, 1973 

The Court's decision in this 
case was that the Ninth 

Amendment, in stating that 
"the enumeration in the 

Constitution, of certain rights, 
shall not be construed to deny 
or disparage others retained by 

the people," protected a 
person's right to privacy . 
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Ė The Supreme Court ruled that women, in consultation 
with their physician, have a constitutionally protected 
right to have an abortion in the early stages of 
pregnancyñthat is, before viability ñfree from 
government interference. 

Ė In 1992, the Court reaffirmed the right to abortion in 
Planned Parenthood v. Casey. However, the ruling 
significantly weakened the legal protections previously 
afforded women and physicians by giving states the 
right to enact restrictions that do not create an òundue 
burdenó for women seeking abortion. 
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Ė Thirty -five states currently enforce parental consent or 
notification laws for minors seeking an abortion.  

Ė Congress has barred the use of federal Medicaid funds 
to pay for abortions, except when the womanõs life 
would be endangered by a full -term pregnancy or in 
cases of rape or incest. 

Ė Seventeen states use public funds to pay for abortions 
for some poor women, but only four do so voluntarily; 
the rest do so under a court order.[20] About 13% of all 
abortions in the United States are paid for with public 
funds[21] (virtually all from state governments).[22]  
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Ė 20 states have laws that could be used to 
restrict the legal status of abortion.   

Ė 4 states have laws that automatically ban 
abortion if Roe were to be overturned.   

Ė 13 states retain their unenforced, pre-
Roe abortion bans.   

Ė 7 states have laws that express their 
intent to restrict the right to legal 
abortion to the maximum extent 
permitted by the U.S. Supreme Court in 
the absence of Roe.  
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Abortion is one of the most common  medically 
performed  procedures in the U.S.. 

There are approximately  1.3 million  abortions 
performed every year in the U.S. 



Sources: Guttmacher Institute; Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health; 

Care Net; Heartbeat International; National Abortion Federation ï 2007 
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* Nebraska 
 * Idaho 
* Maine 

* New Hampshire  
* Hawaii  

 * Rhode Island 
* Montana 
* Delaware 

* South Dakota 
* Alaska 

* North Dakota  
* Vermont  
* Wyoming  

* Kentucky  
* Oregon 

* Oklahoma 
* Connecticut 

* Iowa 
* Mississippi  
* Arkansas 
* Kansas 
* Utah 

* Nevada 
* New Mexico  
* West Virginia  

50,794,089 


